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 ORGANIZATION OF EXTRA-CURRICULAR CO-OP TEAMS 

 

I. PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT 

 

Schools should provide interscholastic activities and athletic programs in as many areas 

as possible.  Increased opportunities for individual students should be the primary driving 

force when a school explores the formation of a cooperative agreement and/or to add a 

new program for the students.  The schools will consider cooperative agreements 

between Oklahoma Secondary Schools Activities Association (OSSAA) member schools 

that will foster increased opportunities for students. 

 

II. RATIONALE  

 

Reasons for a school to consider a cooperative agreement may consist of, but are not 

limited to the following: 

 

 A. Establishing a new program that would provide increased opportunities for              

  students. 

 

 B. Expanding opportunities for students with an existing program. 

 

 C. Maintaining a program that is experiencing a decline in student participation. 

 

 D. Continuing a program when faced with a loss of a coach/sponsor and/or facility. 

 

 

III. GUIDELINES FOR COOPERATIVE PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP 

 

The Principles of the cooperative schools shall have the authority to recommend to the 

OSSAA, Board of Directors, for their approval, the formation of cooperative athletic 

teams or activity programs by two or more public high schools under the following 

conditions: 

 

A. For scheduling purposes, schools entering into cooperative agreements that are 

adding a new sport must adhere to the OSSAA General Guidelines before 

becoming eligible for a conference/state championship.  Schools electing to co-op 

with other schools and for non-conference schools who already compete within a 

conference/state classification schedule may begin play upon receiving approval 

of the OSSAA (no waiting period).  Application for co-op agreement must be 

approved no later than August 15 for all first semester activities and January 15th 

for all second semester activities. 
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B. The combined enrollments of all schools involved in the co-op team in that 

sport/activity, calculated according to the OSSAA classification system, is 

utilized to determine the classification for cooperative teams. 

 

 C. The cooperative sponsorship agreement is established for a period of one year. 

 

 

            D. The Board of Education of all schools participating in the cooperative team 

agreement jointly make the application to the OSSAA Board of Directors for 

approval of the agreement.

 

E. The application includes: 

 

1. Written approval from the schools of which the cooperative will 

participate. 

 

2. A statement signed by the Principals of the cooperating schools 

designating the name under which the cooperative team will compete and 

in which conference/state classification they will compete. 

 

3. Conference schools wishing to co-op will remain in the conference/state 

classification of the school that houses the sport/activity. 

 

4. Conference schools electing to co-op with a non-conference school, if 

there is an agreement to compete, will compete in the conference/state 

classification designated by the OSSAA. 

 

5. A report of the number of students from each of the cooperative schools, 

expected to participate, shall be submitted as per OSSAA General 

Guidelines. 

 

6. A statement expressing the reasons for the formation of a cooperative 

schools program. 

 

7. Written assurance that the cooperative team will not limit participation 

opportunities for students in any of the cooperating schools. 

 

 

IV. PROCEDURES FOR FORMING A COOPERATIVE PROGRAM AGREEMENT 

 

The following are the recommended steps for schools wishing to form a cooperative 

program in any athletic and/or activity program. 

 

A. The two or more schools will use the OSSAA Guidelines for cooperative program 

sponsorship to establish a written agreement that shall be approved by the respective 

Boards of Education.  Items to be considered are:
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1. Name of the newly formed cooperative team. 

 

2.         Where will the cooperative team practice and play their games? 

 

3.         Financial agreement (budget for the activity) signed by each school               

                             entering the co-op. 

 

 4. Development of a written set of rules to be followed by the co-op teams      

                             concerning the following areas: 

 

a. academic standards for eligibility 

 

b, discipline standards 

 

c. athletic/activity code (training rules, parental permission slips, physicals, 

etc.). 

 

d. transportation policy 

 

e. sportsmanship enforced 

 

f. athletic award criteria 

 

5. Direction as to which one of the schools administrations will handle      

 problems, concerns, and conflicts. 

 

B. After securing this agreement between the two or more schools, the newly formed 

cooperative school program will have the Athletic Department responsible for the 

cooperative program introduce the following information to the contributing school 

Athletic Director. 

 

1. Written rational indicating the need for a cooperative program. 

 

            2. Submit a history of participation for the past three years, if there has been an         

               existing interscholastic club and/or intramural program at one or more of the 

schools and the number of students from each of the cooperative schools expected  

                        to participate. 

 

3. Provide written assurance that the cooperative team will not limit participation 

opportunities for students in any of the cooperating schools. 

 

4. Provide additional information that will be helpful in determining the schools 

need to form a cooperative team/activity. 
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C. The Athletic Directors, of the respective schools, will make a recommendation on the 

cooperative agreement to the Boards of Education, who will vote on the proposed 

formation of the cooperative team/activity and the acceptance of the newly formed team. 

 

D. Upon approval of the Boards of Education, the cooperating schools will file their formal 

application with the OSSBA  

 

E. Upon approval by the OSSAA the Cooperative team/activity may begin participation 

within OSSAA Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


